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(54) POWER SAVING METHOD FOR ARITHMETIC PROCESSOR 

(57)Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To extend a battery actuation time by 
reducing the power consumption when a multitask OS is 
used. 

CONSTITUTION: A conventional method executes an 
idle task when there is no task to be run, and this idle 
task becomes an endless loop of NOP instructions, but 
this method replaces the endless loop of NOP 
instructions with an instruction (e.g. HALT instruction) 
for placing a CPU 19 in power- saving mode, thereby 
reducing the power consumption. In the power-saving 
mode, the CPU 1 9 stops operating and the power source 
of a device except a part which is required to reset the 
mode is stopped by the CPU itself. The CPU exits from 
the power-saving mode by external interruption. 
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